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PORl'LAiID, O'lSOvN .. 30,JuJ.¥ l.947 . 

un 30 July 19u7 l!.r .tdehnrn ttan.1dn, 83u il. li . Siq)son Str.t, 
Por.tland, Oregon m s inten ewed by this agent and stated in substance as 

follows : • 

l(y' name is R:1.charo. Rankin. I arn47 yearo ol.d and have !town since 
I i':'3S nineteen years old. I t.1.nst soloed in m a1:r cr:t.tt in 1919. I hlve 1'1.own 
over all the western parts of the United st& es many t.ilm!s 8.lld have capped 
all or \.ho ,, stern~ of the Unite l States during the years before the 

la.to war for the US Forest Service. I m:i .tam.liar with almost every part o! 
the -r.cstarn United States. During a great part ot re:, life I have dcne stunt 
flying for air shows a.nd various other types of aeronautical. e.:ichibit1ons. MY' 
brothor was 11Tex11Rankin who was quite well known in both c1V1llan and 1'1.l.1taJ;r 
f~ng circles ror maey yea.rs before his death and during the late 11ar ran 
t housands of nyln.; cadets through primary training school.a ormod and oper­
aMd by h1r.l. To Jate I lnve acco:upl.i.shed 7000 hours in tho air as pilot of 
both civilian and !.:il.i.t.aey aircra.rt. I a:i 1'911. acquainted Tri.th most articles 
that one -woul d seo in the air o.nd I feel that I an well qualified to say
when I see :irticles flylng through the air, although I \TOuld not attempt to 
say that I ac infallable and state thD.t I could definitely identify every , 
object that might be nying through th:S air. The following 1s . an account of 
what I sa-., on 1h June 1947 frcc the :,or~ or my home at 1 -0. SOllth •u• st, 
Bakersfield, ca.litornia. 

~t appro:d.motely 1200 no.:in on the lu of June I was ly1.ne in ~he 
.front yard 0£ rx:J hoce. Ibero '"'3S a lad ncminc t he la-m at tro tl:::le . I l ooi::c 
up into t he sky and saw ten art:.cles fiylnc fran tte South to th Hort\ at what 
I -ould ju~ c to be 6500 rt. ':'l-c obje c ts were fiyins ~ approx:1.rl3toly T1h.._'lt I 
r.oul::1 jud('.;e to be 350 ;o.l.e,; per hoar. A.S I lu '\l? s tated b fore , I h.:lve t~one 
er.ti.te a lot of r:l7ip work for t he OS Forest service . : 4 :;tinctly remember t..'l\ot 
-it the t~ I sa,.. ho arti cles I mcn~1oncrt !.t to t.ho la l who ~ -::iom.ne the 
]ay;n at tho time . I tol l t1•: l.."l< that the object3 were in alt probab:llty 
some sort of A;J:-rJy or !:avy test plnncs i'ro., the ne ~°b'J test cantors on tho 
"'eserts o~ Southern Cal..if'omia. ::aving quito a kncr.vlcdce o! aircraft in 
:eneral I o.tte:-,pte 1 to c~ lain to the l..a l r:10 11:.n.:; th'? J....;m th.:t. thl obj t s 
.-:ere irob ab~ on s cne sort of tra.:.n.:.nr: ':'\l ,3.'..o:'l fer either t.he Ar11y or ?!avy. 
At th~... tw lid not cive the s r;htcst • thoucht to aeyt•lint; but t h:it t he 
objecta m?re so,e .,or or te ::;t :hip f or the ~rrncnt ..ervices . ~e ol)';,..ct... 
reser.m eii the pictures that I haw seen of ,.ho .::F5U-11 t.he o =.;. llerl 11Fly-.i.nc 
?lap). ck Clfjax that Uv- ··.avy : - t cs• .:.J'\S• .\ fte r :..he objec t-s di sap e.:irad I 
proce"'d.. i,to the houst. "'.1\1 ·~, ny noon '"lC'l •••t nr.roxlr-..ntely lLlS ! . nt 
back into the • ard to .,it .md lie in '..h -.? sh~1e . At t his timo tho obj~ t.s ro­
ap:'IC".U'el .:;o:~ rro-:a S.Jrth to South, al t'1ou.=·1 t '1is tioc th~r ~ ~!'o only s even 
o£. "'.re articles. '\'fh~n I firs t ~'\- the ott.ct nal •,on objects :.he:, , re rJ.yi.J\: 
in a •vn f'ornation W' t}l one o :)ct s e.c ,...inc1y star-..,li"!: in the rear or thr 
f or: t.:.on. W'-.!?~ t~ ot:e ::~.. a ?r-Cr:ied :e secon:i -1.oe ti,ey were t.:.11 ·n thn 
rtV fa-11n l UCl -ilt''OU::h there r.as onl:, seven c:! the ject '\..., t · -r ~ • .:me . I 
re~f'!:'."bc:- ± t hi::. t ime that tol1. t 1c ad, U'\ o m s ::;till o r ·.::tn.,. on tlc lar.n, 
tll8t ~b.'.l',~ ~~.rce of tho objc cts ha1 ce ded b::.ck t,o thfl.i!" b.? o on ~ rt· ff-
crcnt course . actually • '•"'!U:}.t t'1_-. t, t~ "'l'a:J · " C.:l e, ·"vlt too ot er •.hroe 
object.,. hdi3 . ,rob~ly con'! - c'• ~,, hd r b.., -c on the other "iie of tho n~t:l • s 
!'ro:l 3aker -!iel ~. .. , :. or o 1 -i..,cr .,.,:, en I read o :...r ·en e ll' .lr.10 c ~ -.lnc 
that ho h.i.l seen artic,.os fl:,in!: t,hrou,ch t.h a:r o"1Cr t.h.. ~ :. ~·e " 0.1!'\~itw 

https://artic,.os
https://11Fly-.i.nc
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