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vn 30 July 1947 Mr richard wankdn, 83y W. k. Simpson Street,
Pglrxla.nd, Oregon was interd ewed by this agent and stated in mbatame as
#o WS-

My name is Richard Ranidn, I aml7 years cld and have fl oom since

I was nineteen years old, I first soloed in an alr craft in 1919, I have flown
over 211 the western parts of the United Stat es many times and have mapped
all of Lhe western part of the Unite! States during the years before the

late war for the US Forest Service. I an familiar with almost every part of
the western United States, During a great part of my life I have done stunt
flying for air shows and various other types of aeronautical exhibitions. My
brother was "Tex"Rankin who was quite well known in both civilian and Militaxy
flying circles for many years before his death and during the late war ran
thousands of Flying Cadets through primary training schools owmed and oper-
asdd by him, To date I lave accomplished 7000 hours in the air as pilot of
both civilian and Military aircraft, I am well acquainted with most articles
that one would seec in the alr and I feel that I am well qualified to say
when I see articles flying through the air, although I would not attempt to
say that I am infallable and state that I could definitely identify every -
object that nd.ght be i‘lyin;, through the¢ air, The following is.an account of
what I saw on 1 June 1947 from the yard of my home at 13 South "M* St,
Bakersfield, California,

At approximately 1200 noon on the li of June I was lying in the
front yard of my home, There was a lad mowing the lam at the time, T looked
up into the s?:y and saw ten articles flying from tle South to th North at what
T wuld judge to be {500 ft, Tle objects were flying at approximately what I
would judge Yo be 350 mdles per hokr, As I mw stated b fore, I have done
quite a lot of map work for the US Forest service, I istinctly remember that
at the time ] saw the articles I mentiomed it t¢ the lad who was mowing the
lavm at the time, I told the lad that the objects were in all procbabllity
some sort of Army or Navy lest planes from the nearby test centers on the
deserts of Southern Califommia, Having quite a mowledge of aircraft in
genexral I attempted to explain to the 1:‘.1 mowing the lawn that s objects
were probedbly on same sort of tralning misslon for either the Ariy or .’a.v;-'.
At that time T 4434 not give the sli; ‘Mc t thought teo a'r',rt._..r but that
objects were some sort of test siip for the Joverment _ervi ses,
resenm;ﬂ the pictures that T hawe seen ol the -:‘;‘" the so
Flapp ck afxkik that the lavy 1: testing. After the c{'a"r‘“ i sap

roce*d ;4 into the house and had my noen meal, Lt app roximately 1517 I went

ek into the yard to sit and lie in the shade, At this time the objects re-
a;:ﬁe','\ne* golng from Sopth to _,ou*h, although this time there were only seven
of the articles, When I first saw the otiginal ten objects they were T"l_T.‘Ln.,
in a *y* formation with cne C“:’V“ ,;:.-—‘.'_nc"_',' star;zling in the rear of the

formation, When the objects apperaed lp second time they were :stlill in the

o 4
"y fa-n:"bm although there was only seven € the objects at thi
remember & this time that 1 told “ﬂ lad, n 0 was still o riking
that pohably three of the .J‘*’t.ct had puce ded back
erent course, I acfually thoucht that thi was U
objec"‘t- n‘dﬂ :‘--H \"Lr Hm* 'H"H' tn ‘ A Base on the «
.rv.n '}.h,.,.ﬂ.‘,' _:. A - . O SC 1.,1 cr V‘]“ I m.“ _\p -

that he had seen articles flying through L‘.-a alr over th
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