Authority

NND 90986 |

HEADQUARTERS
IN REPLY AIR DEFENSE COMMAND
REFER TO: MITCHEL FIELD, NEW YORK

12 September L1947

SUBJECT: Unidentified Plying Objeot
(Interview - Alpheus O, Powell)

SUMMARY OF INPORMATION:

The following information was received 12 August 1947 from Mr,
Alpheus 0, Powell, 28 Redwood Road, Wew Hyde Park, Long Island, relative
to the sighting of a possible Plying disc 4 August 1947,

On 4 August 1947, Mr Powell, an Airlines Ceptain with Pan American
Airweys, Inc,, was the first pilet of & Constellation type airoraft om a
flight from Gander, Newfoundland, te La Guardia Field, Wew York, MNr. Powell
took over the aireraft et Gander, Newfoundland snd departed at spproximstely
1230 P.¥., Fastern Daylight Saving Time for La Guardis Flield, New Torks AL
1600 P.M., st & positiom approximately midwey between the Everett (Mass) Fan
¥arker and the Pedford Radie Beacom (Everett is 3 miles NW of Boston, Mass,.,
and Bedford is 15 miles BW of the same olty) both Mr Powell and Mr W. Whitde,
navigator on this trip, sighted unidentifiable flyiag objects, To the best
of Mr., Powell's knowledge, the following weather conditioms existed at that
times: Visidility was good; cloud coverage was from 6-8/10ths, with tops at
10,000 feet; snd the wind at the 8,000 foot level was estimated as being
270/25 miles per hour, The sircraft was at 8,000 feet; airspeed 285 mph;
and the course was 244 degrees, magnetie,

Mr White, who was sitting in the co-pilots seat (the right side of
the cookpit) first called ¥r, Powell's atteantiom to a bright orange object,,
which was on the right side of the plame, snd slightly below the lewsl of the
aireraft, Mr Powell was unable te see the object, as he had no visibility %o
the right and down, from hie position, Mr Fowsll immedistely glenced out hig
side window and noticed, at a 45° angle to the left, and wmidentified flying
abject, It was about one mile sway at an altituds of approximately 7,800
feet, UNr Powell banked to obtain a better view of the objest. The object
wae under observation for approximately 30 seconds, =snd during this time was
viewed by Mr Powell, DNr Powell described the object as belng sbout the length
of & P-40 fuselage, blumt at both ends, cylimdrical in shape, and having a
bright orange hus., MNr Powell stated that the object had a definite shape; and
that there was no suggestiom of gaseous diseipation as there would be if the
orange color were the exhaust from a rockst, or a jet airoraft, H¥r Powsll
ostimated the course of the objest to be 200° magnetic, end that the object
was travelling at approximstely 160 mph, Mr Powell lost sight of the object,
when & cloud oame betwsem the aircraft snd the object, The pursuit of the
objeot was not continued, inssmuch as 1% would have necessitated a dsparture
from the sstablighed alrways,
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