dr« Tolaon June 4, 1952
Le Be Nichols

WILLIAM ALBERT RHODES

INFORMATION CONCERNING

FLYING DISCS

BUREAU FILE 62-83894, Serials 80, 184, ond 235

During my absence at 11:50 A.M. today, Fred Blumen-
thal, in the ofﬁzce of Drew FPeorson, c¢alled and tolked with
¥ick. Blumenthal stoted fearson hos been in contaect with
Dr. ¥. A. Bhodes (Phoenix telephone number 5-0048) concerning
photographs which the above copiioned took of flying discs in
the Phoeniz orea in July eof 1947,

Blumenthal stotes that Dr. Rhodes told Pecrson today
that the FBI borrowed his negotives of the flying discs and when
asked for their return the FBI told Rhodes the negatives were no?
available.

Blumenthal asked whether there is ony truth to this
stotement of Rhodes and what the FBI knew adout hinm.

It appears that Pearson is interested in using the
nhotogrephs on his television program and i3 desirous of herrowing
them from the Bureou or howving them returned %o Dr. Rhodes.

BACKGROUND :

Bureau files reflect thot on August 29, 1947, a Mr.
Feorge Fugote, Jr., called ot the Fhoenix 0ffice exrhibiting
credentials reflecting he represented A-2, Fourth Air Force,
Homilton Field, California. He asked an Agent to accompany
him to interview Williaom Rhodes whe previously reporied the
photographing of a flying disc in Phoenix on the afternoon of
July 7, 1947.

The FPhoeniz Office contocted SAC Harry Kimbail of the
San Francisco Office and ¥r. Kimball verified the fact that Fugate
come to Fhoenixz as ¢ representctive of Colonel Donald Springer of
W(milton Field, end it was suggested the Phoenix Office assist
Fugate not in investigating the matter, but in simply talking with
Dr. Rhodes.

By letter dcted September 4, 1947, the Phoeniz Office
set forth in four pages the results of this interview and 8 tated
Fu-:te had requested the negatives from Rhodes who did not hove
[BRR in his inmedicte possession. Rhodes stcted, however, he
ld deliver them to the FBI the foliowing morning for trans«

fpl to Fugate at Hamilton Field, California.
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