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been any piece of one recovered from any source whatever in order that amalytical
study of its nature could be made, Insofar as was known to him, the only actual
n’ajheribl which would be of any value in determining its nature are telephoto

phs which are now in the possession of engineers at Wright Field, Dayton,
Ohi How detailed end how clear these photographs are, he was unable to state.
He stated that one report has been received concerning & collision of these
missiles with another type of aircraft. This report, according to him, took
place a short time prior to the report of numerous disce over the United States,
and the report emanated from Czechoslovakia, This report was that a Czecho-
slovakian transport had collided with some unidentified missile while in mid-air
over the ocean, and that sald missile and said tramsport had been completely
dieintegrated without recovery of parts or swrvivors from either. It was the
belief of Colonel GASSER that this undescribed missile was perhaps the same type
of thing as the flying saucer.> Another factor of notice, according to Colonel
GASSER, and as is portrayed by the photographs, it would appear that the missiles
can be maintained at s certain altitude above the contour of the ground. This
could be done by means of scme type of radio altimeter or radio control. Natu-
rally, the path of the missile is not in exact parallel to the contour, as its
purported great speed would create considerable lag in its flight. Another
factor which is worthy of note, according to Colonel GASSER, is that 1t 1is
normally reported as being seen at tremendously high altitudes and always travel-
ing in a straight line. He stated that he himself observed,on one occasion, a
single vapor trail coming from some type of aircraft at unbelievably high altitudes,
which vapor trail extended from horizon to horizon in a perfectly straight line.
He observed the vapor trail while it was in the process of formation and states
that it wae completely unlike any vapor trail he had ever observed before im all
of his experience with the air force. It was his Judgment that whatever created
the vapor trail was traveling &t an unbelievably trememdous speed. This, together
with reports that when close to the groumd, the missile travels at speeds which
make possible visual observation of its actions, would reflect that there is
gome ability to control the speed of these missiles as well as the altitude.

{ Colonel GASSER comcluded that this matter, while still purely a matter
of guesswork, is nevertheless a source of great concern to the military establish-
ment of this country. Great efforts have been expended by the service to determine
just what the nature of these missiles might be and, upon so determining, decide
whether or not an adequate defense can be established. He also stated that it
has given impetus to the research being dome by the air force in their own pro-
gram of nuclear emsrgy for the propulsion of aircraft to develop guided miaailoa.\p
He also advised that insofar as was known to him, there was absolutely no con-
nection between these missiles and the fact that they were observed close to
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. He stated that this was perhaps, and probably, a matter
of coincidence and they were seen in this area merely as they were seen in forty-
six of the forty-eight etates of the United States during the Month of July when

so many reports were being recelved.

This information is being submitted to the Bureau for whatever value 1t
may be, and no further action in the metter 1s being contemplated by this office,

unless advised to the contrary.
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