Subjeoty Finsl ission Repors’ 4 August 1547

The belisf that the orash was that of the unreported B-28, The Passenger,
Sgte Be Le TAFF, of FT. LANTON, SEATTLE, was uninjured, but reported that
the erew shief, T/3gte We U. MATHEWS, wes &t & farm house neer the sesne of
the erash and was injured. Ogte TAFF then led mn ambulance to Sgt. NATHEWS
who was subsequently teken to & locsl hospital. At 0810 PST an attemps
was rade to telephone Sgs 5 at NAMILTON FIELD but no answer was receiveds
however, it was kunown thet HAMILTON APS was aware of the incident and

would notdfy 8q. B, At 0700 PST Capt. LITTRELL departed in & Cwds for
KELS0, At O746 P3T 2q B was oontacted by phone end given a flesh roport.
k%t OROL PST CAPT LITTRELL phoned and informed that he had placed CAPTAILN
FURIOERE in charge of Army porsonnel proceeding to the scene of the orash.
o morial search was necessary o3 oiviliens in the ares knew tho exaet
losation of the erash snd had reported finding one (1) body in the wreekbge.
CAPTs LITIRELL prepared to fly Sgt's TAFF end MATHEWS o MOCHORD FIKLD i
for nedical attention, arriving at 0045 P8Y. The survivers stebed that
they believed neither the pllot nor coepilot has parschuted Pronm the

planes The asuse of the Incident wes et this time deteruined to be a fire
in the left engine, OCAPT LITYRELL was informed by Sgt. TAPF thet he
volieved classified documents had been aboard the planes CAPT FORSBERG

wes instrucied Yo take necessary precautions. An ambulence met the plane
&% MCCHORD FICLD earrying the twe survivors and took thom to the hospital,
Inverrogetion revealed that the left engine had osught firs iu the power
section and flawes and smoks hed spread to the flight deck almeat immede
iatelys The grew ohiel, WATHEWS, assisted TAPF in attaching hiz chest

pack snd TAFY abandoned the pleaue st sn sstimated altitude of 10,000 't
(thls fuot 1s doubled Hut ia not cousidered necossarily relevant je

HATHERS helped the pilot and eowpllot atisch Shelr chest packs (all pere
gonnel had boon wearing the barness) and as he left the plens wos aware that
the es=pilot was preparing to follow. The pilet had started %o leave and,
to the best reccllection of MATIVHS, was partlslly stending end helding

the contrel wheel with his left hand, HATHEW'S gtatenents indisate that
Proper emergeney procedures had been poerformed but that Lthe flawmes hed en-
velepsd the sntire left side almost ismodiately. TAFF gtated thet, beeauss
of the full woon end good viasidility, he gew MATHEES leavs the slane end
was able to follow the plane Yo the ground and that he szaw no one olse

bail oute The ship was suveloped in flames sand weas Begiaming %o fell apart
bafore hitting the ground where it exploded and burned sbout one (1) mile
from where he, TAFP, landeds Mo 1li% in = trae, end not knowing how te
rolense hls parachute of the gulckedetechabdle kind, cut himself loose frow
the herness with hie pooket nife, He kicked cud struggled snd eventually
Jumped %o the ground, recelving & Jolt ¢n Impaot Sut was unable e ruess
how far he hed fallen. He then followed a oow path for an sstinmated two
(2) milns to & farm house, arriving efter WATHEWS, Hesnwhils, as MATEEWS
¢lenred the plane he turned and gew the plane strike the ground, explede
snd burne Just before or juat at the time of izmpaet he saw an objeet

afire thrown olear of the plane but did net know whether 1% was & persom

or part of the planee. MATHEWS also 11t in a tree, snd after Treeing himgelfl
from his harvess, fell 4o tho ground where he injured his bmek, g lest
conselounnoss and on resovering went to the buruing plane, abouly rifsy
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