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This latest effort to explain the
continuing reports of strange fly-
ing disks at various points over
the country brought a prompt
denial from the Navy Department
that it is now “conducting research
or flying” any such plane or

iward,

the saucer could rise
straight off the ground, and with
less power, could descend the,
same way . . . !

“Jet helicopter action . . .
makes takeoffs and landings almost|
fecompletely safe.” |
The magazine said that an early

missile. ;moclel of the saucer wag built by
A spokesman pointed out that National Advisory Committee for

the Navy did/develop the
cake-shaped” Chance-Vought
XF5U-1, but that it never flew and
was scrapped more than a year
ago. A small. 3000-pound scale
model of the plane was flown and
pictures of it have been released, !
but this model is now at Norfolk
awaiting shipment to the National
Air Museum here. . 1
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| centers of the United States Navy's
Ivast guided-missile project as the
lsecene of present flying-saucer de-

Ustidl smaller scale model—<one-
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[ACA’s Langley, Va., laboratog

| Aeronautics experts in 1942 and
‘ade 100 successful flights. The

‘and “much more advanced models

now are heing built.” Y
NACA Engineer Charles H. Zim-

merman designed the first model,

which had a speed of from 400 to. |
500 miles an hour and was pow-| |

ered by two piston propellers, said
the article. {

“Surface indications,” the mag-
azine went on, “point to vesearch

velopment.” The project, it was
said, has the “scientists, the en-
gineers, the dollars, the motive

“This likelihood will remain, de-
spite any future demials by the
Navy fronf office, until gecreey is
lifted,” the magazine added. . |
" The: Navy declared it-svas true
that ifs abandoned “flying pan-
cake” was designed hy Zimmer-
man, and was called the “Zimmer-}
man Skimmer,” It added that'a

t¥ird of actual size—is still at

for wind-tunnel fests, but sAhe
Navy insisted it had no such .:p.rgs'-'
ect now active. . l

The Air Force, after many|
months of investigation of “fAying!
saucer” reports, concluded that all
the evidence pointed to “‘misine
terpretation of wvarious conven-
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