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. In the analysis al¥f ®Mvestigation of the radar and visual

" sightings described, e are some yardsticks whi have been

+ established from experI®nce and trends to measure 2Md attempt to
determine the source of UFO's. Some of these are general in nature

rand are subject to change as new sclentific and factual information
1s received, It should be remembered that any object viewed from a
great distance appears to be round. Nearly all the sightings reported
are described as round and would tend to indicate that most of the
objects are at a greater-distance from the observer .than is generally
estimated, B e L - by iy A} i o b o

_ Another misconception centers about photographs of unidentified
flying objects, At best the majority of photographs have proven '
non-conclusive as evidence to this program mainly due to type cameras
used, ' Also, it might be mentioned that because still photographs .can
be so easily faked, either by using a mock-up or model against a
legitimate background, or by retouching the negative, they are worth-
less as evidence, Innumerable objects, from ashtrays to wash basins,
have been photographed while sailing through the ailr, Many such
photos have been publighed without revealing the true identity of the
objects.’ : : : R i

More attention 1s given to moving pictures of unidentified fly-
ing objects since they are more difficult to retouch, However, only
a very few movie-type films have been recelved by the Alr Force and
they reveal only pinpoints of light moving across the sky.: The Air
Force has been unable to 1dentify the source of these lights because
the images are too small to analyze properly. Since ownership of
these films remains with the persons taking them, the Air Force is
now in a position to give them out. .

The difficulty of evaluating reports of all types is based
largely upon the lack of basic data surrounding the sightings. The
drop in sightings during 1953 is largely due to the increased accuracy
and the completeness of reports being received, To be of value, a
report should include such basic data as size, shape, composition,
speed, altitude, direction, and the maneuver pattern of the objects,
Without such information, it is almost impossible to establish the .
identity of the object sighted., In addition, a recent study has shown
2 direct correlation between the number of sightings reported and the
publicity given to "saucers" by the nation's press.

The Alr Force took a further step 1n early 1953 by procuring
Videon cameras for the purpose of photographing this phenomena, These
cameras were dilstributed to various military installations, This type
camera has two lenses, one of which takes an ordinary photograph, and
the other has a diffraction grating which separates light into 1ts
component parts, This aids in determining the composition of the ob~
Ject photographed, A small number of photographs have been recelved
from this camera; however, only light spots of no detail have been
indicated in the photos to date, As more photographs are taken by
these observers, 1t is believed that a great deal of the mystery will
be lifted from the program,

The Alr Force would like to state that no evidence has been
received which would tend to indicate that the United States is being
observed by machines from outer space or a foreign government, No
object or particle of an unknown substance has been received and
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