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‘Myste ry Objects Called”
by Astronomer

Mirage

By the Ass

ociated Press

A Harvard éstronomer says mysterious objects Teported

mirages stemming from natura

H. Menzel, director of the Harvarq College |

m various parts of the country and the Gulf of Mexico are

1 causes.

, that ‘the

sightings of the strange glow- |

ing objects in the SKy. The
Air Force for years has had
the responsibility of checking
reports of wunidentifieq flying
objects ,but ‘as one officer put
it, “We don’t investigate all of
_thém.” 3 f &
A rash of such reports has
developed since Sunday, with
some of the sightings said to
have been made near secret
military installations in the
Southwest. Some of the per-
Sﬁ’-‘s making the reports saiq
thie objects caused thejy auto
engines to stall and theiy radios
‘to fade. i
-Cutter Claims Sighting

_ Yesterday the Coast Guard
Cutter Sebago radioed from the
Gulf of Mexico that an 'object
resembling a brilliant planet
Wwith a high rate of speed was
seen for about three ‘Seconds,
and that it was trackeq by
radar, - f

Dr. Menzel said it is Probable
the 'cutter’s grewmen got g
|false image “quite likely from
bubbles of hot air in the at-

mosphere which woulgq 2ive a
radar reflection ”

As for Yeports of ‘the auto
engines stalling, he said, “1f
would not be surprising that g
nervous foot could stall an en-
gine.” |

Dr. Menzel, author of 4 book
about flying saucers, said he
has been studying them fop
about 10 years and hag vet to
hear of one which Could not
be explained py natural phe-
nomenas. '

“They are caused by g layer
of heated air . . . acting as g
lens ‘and forming an image of!
objects ' as much. as 40 or 50
miles'away,” he said, |

~ Common in West

a mirage. They are prevalent
Just after nightfal as the
heated air hegins to cool off at
the ground, ang they are com-
mon in the West Where they
haye clear air.”.

The Air Force aid that dur-
ing the first half of this year
only 1.9 per cenf of the 250! ye-
ported sightings of flying

saucers and other strange op:

Jects in the air have been

classed as “unknown.” Ang the

Alr Force wasnl't ready 10, be=
lieve that even ‘this smal per-
centage has sinister implica~
tions, _ 1y :
It_seemed a good bet 'the
Air Force will agree with Dp,
Menzel's opinion that the cur-
rent’ sightings have explana-

[tions in nature, or that the

teported objects are actually

aireraft or similap man-made

bAings, =

“They are nothing more than .
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