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Incideat: 227

Dr La Paz's attention was direction to an arca about 15° west of EX-Oygni
by indirect vision he Decame mware of & very bright greem ball

aprarent angular diascter 5') to the right of the ares in hia cemter
field of view whioh was moving from east to west very low on the horisesm.
Shouting "Look" to his cospanions 0. L. Phillipa, AP=CAP Liaiem Officer,
Kirtland Fld., Lt Allss Clark, Iatel cer, B, Mex. Wing CAP, aad
Inspectors Jeffers and Muw Security Service (los Alamos, K. M.)
who then timed duration of 1 which ranged froe 2.1 seconis to 2.3 sec.
The path of the greem ball was alwost exactly horizontal (altitude estimated
as only 3 or ! degrees) wmtil Just a temtL of a second or so before it
disappe.red. During the last one or two temth: of a recond of it: visl-
bility a siight tut definite curvature downwerd developed in its peth.
From the very begimning the ball was very dright., lmmediate compariscn
with Serius (at a much greeter sltitude than the green fireball) indicates
that during all dut the lust one or two temths of a second of the fireball's
visibility 1% we: at leact of apperent magnitude -~ (mimus four). Just as
curvature in ite path developed, the magnituis of the fireball rose
olightly and it broke up into t¥ree or four fmaller but sti'l bright green
fragoents wnich di ered almost imstamtly. Although Lt Clark stopped

the car the moment fireball disappe.red and the oocupamts them stood
outside the car and listened for meteoritic detomations or rusblinge,
nothing was beard. Two uight guards at los Alamos had also witnessed

the phenomens eimultsmecusly. The green firebdall of December 12th,

9 h 2m plus or mimme 308 appeared very mear a poimt with the coordimates
latitude '5° 50' lomgitude 1.6° 40' amad ai ed neor a point with

the coordinates latituds 35° ''5', longitude 5', traversing a mesr

or exactly horisontal .::.h with a length of wry newrly twenty-five (25
miles at an altitude the sarface of the esrth of approximately €

te 10 miles, depeading om the estimate of angnlar altitude émploysd in the
reduction. The velocity with rempect to the earth works out at between

8 to 12 miles a second - depending on the duration estimate used.

1t should be observed tiat the above results are obtained under she
assumption that the poimts of appe:ramce and dissppecrence of the fireball
were ceen simulteneously by both the Bermal and los Alamos groups., In
case this assfmiption is not fulfilled, the real path could very easily be
RO more than 10 to 12 miles long, the velogity with respect to the earth
then working out at betwsem 3 and © wmiles & cecond., While there i» tims
considerable uncertainty begatise of the lack of confirming azimuth observa-
tions from a third statiom, the concordance in the five (5) differemt
estimates of wum make it most unlikely that tne linear
height of the f was muoch less then £ miles and much more toss 10
niles. It is interesting to obeerve thet the backward extension of the

25=mile path first given passes almost cemtrally across the Los Alamos
reservation,

Daring the entire night of the 12%h, aeteors of all magnitudes from the
first to the fifth and of various ecolors (with white snd ye!low pre-
domings uﬂmmmmmmﬁm :
from the s was well sbove the horizom even
8% the time of the Starvation Pesk incldemt. (neer Bermal, X. ¥.) Gon-
sequently, the apparent paths of the weteors from the radiemt sppearsd as






